
A Paradise Christmas at Home 

 
Help for Families or Friends Worshipping Together. 

 
Sometimes, with all the hustle and bustle of Christmas, it can be difficult for folks 

to slow down and be together. Often, it can be extremely difficult to build in the 

time to join in worship. This year, Paradise would like to offer you and your family 

some ways of worshipping together during this season!  These are simply some 

starting suggestions—I’d love to hear some of your ideas!  

 

Pastor David 

 

Candle Lighting 
At Sunday worship during Advent, our church family lights Advent Candles. This 

can be done at home as well.  If you can pull together five candles (it really doesn’t 

matter their shape or color), your family might use a litany like this one: 

 

This is a morning of celebration! 

This is a morning of fun and praise! 

This is a morning to be together! 

So, this morning, we celebrate Jesus and his family. 

 

(Light one candle)  

Today is about Hope!  

(Each person could be invited to share something for which they are hopeful.)  

 

(Light second candle)  

Today is about Peace!  

(Each person could be invited to share the name of someone, or some place, that 

needs God’s peace.)  



 

(Light third candle)  

Today is about Love! 

(Each person could be invited to tell the others in the family that they are loved. 

(Name), you are loved by me and by God! Merry Christmas!) 

 

(Light fourth candle) 

Today is about Joy!  

(Each person could be invited to name a special moment of joy that they had 

over the past few days.)  

 

(Light final candle)  

This is a morning of celebration! 

This is a morning of fun! 

This is a morning to be together! 

So, this morning, we celebrate Christ  alive in our hearts! 

Merry Christmas! 

 

(Remember—Candles should never be left unattended!) 
 

Prayer Before Opening Gifts: 
One: God, you have given us so many gifts – life and love and family!  We thank 

you for these gifts, and, today, we thank you especially for the gift of Jesus – for 

his life and teachings – for the way he taught us to love, and for his sacrifice.  Help 

us to remember that the gifts we give each other are reminders of your great gifts 

to us, we ask these things in Jesus’ name, who taught his disciples to pray, saying: 

 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power 

and the glory, forever and ever, Amen 

 

Telling the Story:  
Some families have a nativity scene in their homes. Perhaps the characters could 

be used to show the Christmas story.  Luke 1:1-20  1 In those days a decree went out 

from Caesar Augustus that the whole empire should be registered. 2 This first registration took 

place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So everyone went to be registered, each to his own 

town. 4 And Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of 



David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family line of David, 5 to be 

registered along with Mary, who was engaged to him and was pregnant. 6 While they were there, 

it happened that the days were completed for her to give birth. 7 Then she gave birth to her 

firstborn Son, and she wrapped Him snugly in cloth and laid Him in a manger--because there 

was no room for them at the inn.  8 In the same region, shepherds were living out in the fields 

and keeping watch at night over their flock. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 

"Do not be afraid, for you see, I announce to you good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people: 11 because today in the city of David was born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

12 This will be the sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped snugly in cloth and lying in a 

manger." 13 Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God 

and saying: 14 Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to people He favors! 

15 When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

"Let's go straight to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us." 16 And they hurried off and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was 

lying in the manger. 17 After seeing them, they reported the message they were told about this 

child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary was 

treasuring up all these things in her heart and meditating on them. 20 The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had seen and heard, just as they had been told.  
 

At the Table: 
(Before you eat, invite each person to name something for which they are thankful, 

or invite everyone to “brainstorm” what the family is thankful for that day).  

One: We bow our heads,  

All: We bow our heads,  

One: We sing with joy,  

All: We sing with joy,  

One: We welcome here,  

All: We welcome here,  

One: The baby Jesus! 

All: The baby Jesus! 

One: Thank you, God, for all of the gifts in our lives! Help us to use those gifts 

wisely and well. And help us to share the gifts you have given, with all of your 

world. In Christ’s name, we pray. 

All: Amen!  

An Act of Remembering: 
In some traditions, on Christmas Eve, families light a candle and set it in a 

window, remembering Mary and Joseph as they traveled to Bethlehem – lighting 

their way and letting them know that this home is a safe place to stay.  Other 

families set an extra place at the table, to remind themselves of those who are not 

with them – not only people they know, but people they don’t know who need their 



love and care.  Some families try to find out if there is someone who will be alone 

for Christmas – and invite them into their family’s celebrations.   

 

What can your family do to remember Christ’s coming? 

 

Singing Christmas Carols:  
Psalm 100 invites us to “make a joyful noise unto God!” Christmas seems to be 

one of those seasons in which many people know the music. Consider gathering 

the family to sing a verse from some well-known Christmas carols.  
 

Go, Tell it on the Mountain (Words: John Wesley Work II, 1907 – In the Public Domain)  

Refrain:  Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and everywhere. Go, tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born!  

Verse:  While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night, Behold, throughout the 

heavens There shone a holy light.  

(sing the Refrain again.)  

 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (Words: Charles Wesley, 1739 – In the Public Domain)  

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King, 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies 

With the angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Joy to the World (Words: Isaac Watts, 1719 – In the Public Domain)  

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 

Let earth receive her King! 

Let every heart prepare him room, 

And heaven and nature sing (2x) 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 

Silent Night, Holy Night (Words: Joseph Mohr, 1818 – In the Public Domain)  

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

 



There Really Was a Saint Nicholas!  
Bill Federer, Author, Speaker, and Historian 

 

The year was 280 A.D. This was twenty-one years prior to the country of Armenia, Asia 

Minor (present day Turkey) rejecting the Persian Zoroastrian religion and becoming the first 

country to officially declare itself Christian; twenty-two years prior to the violent persecution of 

Christians by Roman Emperor Diocletian; and thirty-three years prior to Roman Emperor 

Constantine's grant of official toleration to the Christian religion.  

There lived in the region of Patara, Asia Minor, a wealthy, elderly couple who were never 

able to have children. Like Abraham and Sarah of the Bible, though, they received a son after 

many years of prayer. They considered this child a direct gift from God with a special calling to 

help people; therefore, they named him "Nicholas," which means in Greek "hero of the people." 

They died when he was just a teenager, leaving him not only a rich inheritance, but also a 

generous disposition to help the poor.   

Nicholas' devotion to God led him to enter the nearby monastery of Sion and become 

ordained as a minister. His uncle, who was the bishop performing the ceremony, prophesied that 

he would "offer guidance and consolation to many people, and eventually become a bishop 

whose life would enlighten the hearts of people to know the Lord." Nicholas eventually became 

the archbishop of the church in the coastal city of Myra, Asia Minor.  

Bishop Nicholas was known for spending all night in prayer studying Scripture, so he 

could explain it to his people. He was continually praying, fasting, and helping the poor. He 

gained a reputation for steadfastness, goodness and great faith.   

Once he was reported to have saved a baby from being burnt after scalding water had 

been accidentally dropped on him. Another time he made the sign of the cross over an insane, 

uncontrollable boy and, like the Gospels, the demons fled, and the boy became sound of mind.   

Being that Myra was a port city, numerous times storms would arise that were so violent 

ships were unable to return to shore. It was reported that after he prayed, the seas would become 

calm and the boats could dock safely.   

Once there was a famine in the area so severe that people were starving. Nicholas 

responded to the situation by going down to the docks and asking some ships bound for 

Alexandria, North Africa, to unload some of their grain to help his people. He promised the 

sailors that whatever they gave, God would restore it to them before they reached their 

destination. On their return trip, the sailors reported that the bishop's word had been fulfilled!   

Bishop Nicholas boldly confronted the pagan "Diana" worship, which was still prevalent 

in that coastal area, and won many converts. He was persecuted for his faith, and was even 

imprisoned under the last great Christian Persecution (302-305AD), which ravaged the entire 

Roman world under Emperor Diocletian.   

Nicholas was said to have been present at the first Council of Nicaea, called by Emperor 

Constantine in 325AD. This Council, which ended the Arian controversy, affirmed the divinity 

of Christ, the persons of the Trinity, and produced the popular profession of faith known as the 

Nicene Creed, used in churches throughout the world. (Legend has it that during the Council 

debates, Nicholas became so upset at Arius for promoting the heresy that Jesus was less than 

God that he punched him in the jaw!)   

Bishop Nicholas is most notably remembered for having helped the family of a nobleman 

who had gone bankrupt, losing everything. The ruthless creditors not only took the nobleman's 

property, but threatened to take his daughters as well. The father's only hope was to marry off his 



daughters before the creditors could take them, thereby saving them from a disgraceful life of 

prostitution in white slavery. The only problem was he did not have money for the girls' dowries, 

which were necessary for them to marry.   

Bishop Nicholas heard of this dilemma and threw a bag of gold in the family's window at 

night to save the eldest daughter from the fate of an outcast. The news spread across town and 

she was soon married. Shortly thereafter, he did the same thing, rescuing the second daughter. 

Finally, when he threw the bag of gold in to save the third daughter, the father ran outside and 

caught him. Bishop Nicholas, who wanted the glory to go to God alone, made the father swear 

with an oath not to reveal where the gifts came from while he was living.  

After serving the people faithfully all his life, Bishop Nicholas died on December 6, 343 

A.D. His last words were from Psalm 11, "In the Lord I put my trust!" Stories of the life and acts 

of Bishop Nicholas spread throughout Turkey into Greece and the surrounding areas. Many 

legends arose about him, but it was the tradition of "secret gift-giving" on the anniversary of his 

death that became the most popular.  

Though many legends have risen up over the years, let us not forget that there really was 

a Saint Nicholas who lived long ago and that he was a Christian man of great faith in God!  

  

William J. Federer is author of the best-selling America's God and Country Encyclopedia of 

Quotations and the searchable CD ROM reference American Quotations. A nationally known 

speaker on America's noble heritage,  

 

 

Simple Ways to Help Hurting Families this Christmas 

Kim Wier 

 

We love to commemorate firsts – a first step, first tooth, first homerun, and first date. Even first 

broken bones have been marked at our house by special recognition.  Not all firsts, however, are 

the kind you feel like celebrating, like the first time you lose a loved one. This year was like that 

for both me and my husband. Within three months, both his mother and my precious step-father 

went home to be with the Lord. It was the first time either of us had lost a parent and the first 

time the kids had to say goodbye to a grandparent. For all of us, it was just the beginning of a 

long road of firsts without the ones we loved. 

 

As the holidays approached, we all wondered what Christmas would be like without Grandma 

Tera and Grandpa Cliff. It had been three months since we said goodbye, but the grieving felt 

fresh. Facing the holidays seemed a long and lonely journey; a journey other could not take with 

us.  Then one day I opened my mailbox to find a card from a friend. She had lost her father two 

years before and wrote that she knew that we would be facing difficult days as Christmas 

approached. Since she had met my dad, she took the time to reflect on his pleasant manner and 

quick sense of humor, all to say that he was indeed missed. She concluded by assuring me that 

my family was in her prayers. Then she added a postscript: "But we do not want you to be 

uniformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as do the rest who have 

no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those 

who have fallen asleep in Jesus…for the Lord will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 

voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first, then 

we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 



Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with 

these words." 1Thessaslonians 4:13-18 

 

Those words were comforting and came when the weight of grief seemed heaviest. It was a 

sweet remembrance given by someone who took time, always in short supply during the 

holidays, to bear some of our burden.  Do you know someone experiencing a difficult first this 

Christmas? You can offer comfort and encouragement by reaching out with sweet 

remembrances. Below is a list of ideas to consider. Remember, these are not just things you can 

do for a close friend or family member. Reach out to neighbors, church members, coworkers and 

even casual acquaintances that are facing a difficult time of transition. The simplest gestures you 

make during the emotional holidays will be sweet to them indeed.   

 

• First, don’t be afraid to mention the person they have lost. Nothing is worse than 

thinking everyone has forgotten the one you loved. 

• Mention specific memories you have of that person. 

• Mail an encouraging card. Include scriptures that are appropriate to their 

situation. 

• Invite him or her to lunch or coffee and be a good listener. Some great questions 

are, "How are you really doing?" and "What are you struggling with most?" So 

many people avoid the subject of grief that you may find your friend is longing to 

talk with someone about what they are going through. 

• Send a note to children who have lost their grandparents. A good time would be 

when they accomplish something their grandparent would have enjoyed seeing. 

Remind them how proud their grandparent was of them. 

• Put the person’s name or picture on the refrigerator and pray during the holidays. 

• Make a donation to a cause that their loved one cared about, then send a note to 

tell your friend what was done in their memory. 

• Place flowers at the front of the church in their loved one’s memory. 

• Encourage other friends to mail notes throughout the Christmas season. 

• Be available. 

God entered the world that first Christmas to carry a burden we could not carry 

ourselves. What a wonderful season to do the same for others. 
 

Kim Wier is the director of Engaging Women, a ministry of women encouraging women 

through speaking, writing and broadcasting. The author of four books, an award-winning humor 

columnist and radio talk show host, Kim regularly speaks to audiences around the country with 

depth and humor that focuses on discovering God in the everyday experiences of life. For more 

visit www.engagingwomen.com. 

 

 

http://www.engagingwomen.com/

